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PROCEEDINGS FOR 1898. lxxi 

8. Hence, the evidence from the manuscript and earliest prints, as well 
as Doni's evidence, pronounce Machiavelli the author of the story. 

Adding to this accessory evidence from the history of the Belfagor story 
in Italy and other countries two more conclusions may be drawn : 

1. Machiavelli took the outline of the story, which perhaps already 
included the council in Hell, either from popular tradition or from some 
unknown written source. 

2. There is no reliable proof or probability that there ever existed a 
Latin manuscript which gave the story in a form closely resembling that of 
Machiavelli's, Brevio's and Doni's stories. 

In accordance with the nominations made by the Committee 
on Officers the following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: 

President, C. Alphonso Smith. 

Secretary and Treasurer, H. Schmidt- Wartenberg. 

First Vice-President, A. H. Edgren. 

Second Vice-President, Edward P. Morton. 

Third Vice-President, Katharine Merrill. 

Members of the Council, J. S. Nollen, Ernst Voss, F. I. 
Carpenter, A. G. Canfield. 

Professor L. Fossler reported that the Auditing Committee 
had examined the accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer 
and found them correct. 

On motion of Professor F. A. Blackburn the cordial 
thanks of the Association were extended to the University 
of Nebraska and the Local Committee for their hospitable 
entertainment. 

The meeting adjourned at 11.45 a. m. 



CORRECTIONS. 



P. 356, 1. 10, read versification; that. — P. 356, 1. 11/rom below, read has 
not. — P. 363, 1. 11 from below, read exigencies do arise. — P. 364, 1. 10 from 
below, read is suggestive. 



